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Automatic Comma Insertion based on
Usage Classification of Commas

MASAKI MURATA, ! ToMoHIRO OHNO T2
and SHIGEKI MATSUBARA'!

This paper proposes a method of automatically inserting commas into
Japanese texts. In Japanese, commas play important roles in explicitly sep-
arating constituents, such as word, phrase and clause, within a sentence. The
method can be used as an elemental technology in natural language generation
applications such as speech recognition and machine translation, or in writing-
support tools for nonnative speakers. We categorized the usages of commas and
investigated the appearance tendency for each category. In this method, the
points into which commas should be inserted are decided based on a machine
learning approach. We conducted a comma insertion experiment using a text
corpus and confirmed the effectiveness of our method.
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